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European Foundation for Philanthropy and Social Development was established 

with the purpose of developing philanthropy by providing professional and 

financial support to philanthropists, foundations and socially responsible legal 

entities through quality and innovative models of action at the national and 

European level. 

The European Foundation was established at a time of increasing need to 

harmonize the development of philanthropy and foundations in the Republic of 

Croatia with the growing importance and expectations of the European Union 

towards philanthropy and foundations, taking into account the challenges and 

opportunities of their development in the context of social development in 

Europe and the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Croatian Foundation Forum ZaDobroBIT 

During the 2019, we communicated with the member foundations of the Forum 

(oral and written) regarding the implementation of the activities of the Croatian 

Foundation Forum. Preparation of activities related to Philanthropy Week 2019 

and communication (written, oral) with the international lecturers in the activities 

of the Academy of Philanthropy and Social Development at the Croatian House of 

Philanthropy in Zadar. 

In addition, we connected even more through four training cycles held within the 

Academy of Philanthropy organized by the National Foundation for Civil Society 

Development (funded by the Embassy of the United States in Croatia) and at a 

public event in Zadar as part of Philanthropy Week. At the Philanthropy Week the 

citizens were introduced with the Forum activities, philanthropy and the work of 

foundations.  At the award ceremony for the development of philanthropy in 

primary and secondary schools as part of the event mentioned above, was 

attended by representatives of the Fondazione Monte dei Pasci and local schools 

in Sienna.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
Philantrophy Week 2019 

On the occasion of marking the European Day of Philanthropy and Foundation, 

the National Foundation for the Development of Civil Society organized a central 

celebration of the Week of Philanthropy in Zadar, on September 28, 2019 on 

Narodni trg. 

 

The European Day of Philanthropy and Foundations on Narodni trg was marked 

by the presentation of the work of foundations included in the Croatian Forum of 

Foundations "ZaDobro.BIT" and through interactive program designed for 

children and youth on the topic of philanthropy. 

 

In the second part of the central celebration of the mentioned event, the National 

Foundation for Civil Society Development and the European Foundation for 

Philanthropy and Social Development in the Croatian House of Philanthropy in the 

IMPACT Center in Zadar, awarded the secondary and primary schools with 

"Imprint of the Heart": for the special contribution to the development of 

volunteering, philanthropy and social engagement of young people.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Good Cities 2019 

 

Within the Good Cities program in 2019, the city of Đakovo is included (along with 

the cities of Rijeka, Jastrebarsko and Zadar). We participated in the analysis of the 

potential of the included cities and the development of a new fund for financing 

social investments Invest EU 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Program “Youth: The Strength of the Community” 
 

In 2019, we started implementing the “Youth: The Strength of the Community” 

Program funded by the United States Embassy and co-funded by the National 

Foundation for Civil Society Development, which provided funding for 11 

innovative initiatives of informal youth groups in 6 involved cities / municipalities: 

Jastrebarsko, Rijeka, Zadar, Đakovo, Split and Postira. During March 2019, we 

started presenting the program in all five mentioned cities and making a 

promotional short movie. Also, for the members of the initiatives of informal 

youth groups included in the Program "Youth: The Strenght of the Community", 

we organized a training that took place in Šibenik at the end of October, on the 

topic of social entrepreneurship. 

The implementation of their projects was completed in late December 2019. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The list of granted activities 

 

POSTIRA: 

1. Young for young 

This initiative´s goal was to renew school playground and yard, thus providing 

children with outdoor play and recreation, as well as the opportunity to hold and 

learn in the fresh air. A canopy was built to be used as an outdoor classroom and 

a place for socializing and meetings. During 8 meetings and events where they 

worked on the preparation of the draft and on the realization of the project, over 

30 people participated. 

 

2. Let's bring the mountains closer to the young 

An informal group of young people who decided to renovate, expand and upgrade 

the Gažul mountain lodge and thus attract primarily young people (and then 

others) and point out to them the importance of recreation and outdoor 

activities, but also the beauties that their region provides. They met 9 times about 

the preparation of the draft, construction work and at the end to present their 

results. They held many school trips and documentary movie evenings since that. 

The number of participants who helped with the implementation of this initiative 

is over 40. 

 



 

ZADAR 

1. The happiness movement 

An informal group of young people who noticed the problem of social distancing 

of the elderly population in their community, as well as their insufficient physical 

activities. Through dance and various workshops, they managed to point out the 

importance of socializing, recreation and physical activity in the elderly. There 

were 10 dance workshops, 2 anti-dementia programs, and two lectures on 

Alzheimer's disease. In addition to the members of the initiatives, 10 volunteers 

and about 30 retirees from the Retirement home Zadar participated in this 

initiative. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RIJEKA 

1. Young people are calling you 

A group of young recreational and running enthusiasts who, through the 

organization of a charity race, pointed out the importance of physical activity and 

sports. Three events were held with the participation of over 150 people. All the 

money raised was donated to charity: “Udruga Svjetionik” which cares for 

children with developmental disabilities and “Sivi vrabac” farm that cares about 

animals. 

 

 

 

2.SEA- Save, Embrace, Achieve 

A group of environmentally conscious young people who, by purchasing a sea can, 

pointed out the problem of marine pollution. This bucket, floating on the surface 

of the sea, collects all the waste. They held 6 workshops and trainings related to 

environmental awareness and the problem of waste disposal. Experts from 4 

clubs and the management of the Port of Rijeka, as well as experts from the 

Faculty of Maritime Studies in Rijeka and the Croatian Institute of Public Health 

participated in the implementation of the project. 



 

 

3.Realize yourself 

A group of young people who noticed the problem of hiring young people after 

graduating from college. Through various workshops, they tried to introduce 

young people to ways of easier integration into the business world. 3 workshops 

were organized with the participation of about a hundred people, including 

lecturers and students. 

 

 

 

 



ĐAKOVO 

1.Hobby locator 

This group of young people has decided to create a website that will make it easier 

for their users to search for all the information about their city, and where they 

can find all the upcoming events and activities that take place in one place. During 

the two months of implementation, the members of the initiative managed to do 

most of the work related to the development of the website, while they left a 

smaller part of the work to the company that develops the websites and 

applications. 

 

 

SPLIT 

1. Open about synchronized swimming 

Young people, lovers of synchronized swimming, through education about the 

same, tried to point out the importance of recreation and sports for young 

people, especially children. Synchronized swimming is a team Olympic sport in 

which children learn the importance of collaborating and accepting others, all 

with music and dance. Six workshops were held on the topic of synchronized 

swimming: on types of rhythms, awareness of synchronized swimming, on 

hairstyles and costumes, on choreography, training and acrobatic elements. 

Besides the members of the initiative, 16 volunteers and over fifty children 

participated in the workshops. 



2. Initiative for different giving - For you 

A group of young girls who decided to point out the importance of solidarity and 

giving during the Christmas holidays. The realization of the initiative encouraged 

mutual cooperation, spread optimism and a positive view of the world, and 

empathy of fellow citizens by promoting donations and charity. Through the 

organization of workshops, volunteers made many gifts which were then 

distributed to fellow citizens on the streets. 7 different workshops were held with 

the participation of 42 participants, 2 workshop leaders and 7 volunteers. 

 

 

 

 



JASTREBARSKO 

1. Volunteers for children 

Noticing the problem of lack of content for school-age children during the 

summer holidays, this group of young people decided to organize numerous 

workshops where children spent time socializing but also learning. Three 

workshops were held: 1. ˝Small scientists˝ -which was attended by 70 students, 

2. A swimming school with 150 students, 3. Rollerblading school with 50 students. 

 

 

 

2.Zoom 

As well as the initiative from Đakovo, these girls noticed the problem of a lot of 

information about events and activities in their city for young people, and through 

the development of the website gathered all this information in one place and 

allowed fellow citizens to easily search. There were 3 meetings held related to 

preparation of the draft. Besides members of the initiative, 5 volunteers also 

participated. 

 

 

 



 

 


